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Claims 17-23 and 27-39 are pending , Cairns 27 and 36-39 have been avowed. Claims 
17-20, 23,, 28-33, and 35 stand rejected under 35 U,S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
JP 11 28404 1 and further in view of GB 2,165, 17^ 

Claim 17, as amended, includes features neither disclosed or suggested by the art of 
record, for example, 

, . r coating at least a portion of an exterior 
surface of the tip portion with a polymer, 

Tliis feature is supported in the originally fifed application at, for example, Pig, 2B, For 
example, as shown in Fig, 2B f the exterior surface {including the front end face of the Up 
portion) is coated with a polymer. 

JP 11284041 does not disclose this feature, Rather, JP 11284041 discloses "a Uihrlcant 
layer in an inner surface of a path in which a wire passes" (See abstract). 

Likewise, GB 2,165,178 does not disclose the a bo ve- recited feature of claim 1- GB 
2465,178 discloses film S3 on the end of capillary 13A (See Figure 9), Film S3 is not a 
polymer. Rather, the films disclosed in GB 2,165,178 are carbides {eg., carbfdes of elements 
in groups TV, V, and VI) or nitrides (e.g., BN or SiN) {See page 3, lines 16-31 and page 6, Sines 
32-47), 

JP 11284041 provides that "[formation of a lubricant layer In an inner surface of a path 
in which a wire passes eliminates the need for applying lubricant to a wire surface . . (See 
abstract), Applying such a lubricant ^ayer to the eyje rjor surface of the tip portion of a capillary 
wouSd not further the purpose of eliminating the lubricant to the wire surface. Thus, there 
would be no motivaUon to combine JP 11284041 with GB 2,165,178. 
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Applicants respectfully submit that the above -identified application is in condition for 
allowance which action is respectfully requested- 

Respectfully submitted. 
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